WEST WYCOMBE ESTATE OFFICE
WEST

WYCOMBE,

BUCKS.

AgentR. S. Long,EL.A.S.

Telephones:
High Wycombe 362
2144

25th February

R8L/G/88/1.

1959.

Dear Mr. Webb,
Downley Common.

---------------

In reply to your letter
of 24th February
we feel that the maintenance of a section of the Common
could easily become a heavy amual expenditure
and that
the only practical
way to tackle it is to enlist
voluntary
effort.
I presume that mowing and rolling
are really the
chief things required
and this is a thing that local
farmers might fit in in their spare time voluntarily
or at
a nominal charge, whereas contractors
would want large sums
per hour.
If you get out a progranme of what is to be done
and what it is likely to cost, Mr. Dashwood would like to
lmow and would like to make sane small ccntribution
on a
personal basis,
but it is not a matter in which the Estate
can undertake
a leading role and at the present
time we
have no particular
facilities
for doing so.

=rs
:Mr. F. G. Webb,
Sunki st ,
Wheeler End,
High Wyccmbe.
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29th November 1980.
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Thank

about

you for your letter of 26th November

Downley Common.

I would willingly
have made an appointment
to meet the Members of the Parish Council to discuss
the problems of the Connnonbut am at the moment ~
very well and awaiting a decision
as to whether I
should be hospitalized
or not.
In the circumstanpes
I have asked the
Agent for the West Wyconibe Estate,
Mr. R. S. Long,
to tackle the matter on my behalf in the first
instance
and then report back to me.
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R.

I need hardly add that I am at one with
the Council in their desire to preserve
the Connnon
in the best condition
that is possible.
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Mr. F. G. Webb,
Sunkist,
Wheeler End,
High Wycombe.
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National
99,

Association of Parish Councils

Great Russell Street, London, W.G.l.

Telephone: MUSeum 8944

Editorof the

Secretary:

Parish Councils Review:

Charles Arnold-Baker

C. J. Campbell Nairne

JC/ AR

Dear

9th

JUly, 1964.

Sir,

-

Lease of Common Lands
West Wycombe Rural
Parish Council
Thank you for your letter of the 1st June, 1964.
I enclose herewith two copies of an Advice on the
above

subject.

Yours faithfully,
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F

. G. We bb,

E s Cl. ,

West Wycombe Rural Parish
Sunskist,
VVheeler End,
High Wycombe, Bucks.

.

Council,

(,

Lease of Commonf-,ands - W~W7comb~ ~l

Par~sh Council

-

ADVICE

1.

The person entitled
to the soil of a common may ~ant a lease of
the land to some other person or body.
Such a lease is of little
value unless!!!
the persons entitled
to common rights
also join in it
and lease their rights
to the tenant at the same time.
The reason for
this is that the owner of the soil whether he be the Lord of the Manor
or some oGiher person cannot make any use of the common which would
interfere
with the rights
of the commoners.
Accordingly,
without their
participation
and consent he cannot give any greater
right than this to
the person to whom he makes the lease.
2.

Similarly,
therefore,
a transfer
of the Lord of
to the R.D.C. or to the Parish Council would not
of those bodies to establish
a playing field
on part
with the rights of commoners unless
which interfered
~onsented.

3.

If

all

the Manor agreed
to transfer
that Oouncil could then make a
lease to a Sports Association for use of the land as a playing field,
but the consent of the Minister of Agriculture would be required
before
any fence or any bUilding could be put up on the land.
(Section
193 of the Law of Property
Act, 1925).
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4.

It

the

commoner s and the

rights

to the Parish

is possible

for

Lord

the Mano 's rights
entitle
either
of the c ~mmon
all the commoners

of

Council,

the R.D.C.

to make a scheme under the Commons
Act, 1899, for the regulation of the common. The powers of

management under a scheme can be exercised
by the R. D.C. or be
delegated
to the Parish
Council.
Such a scheme can make provision
for
recreation,
but it would not permit a leasing of the land by either
council to a Sports Association.
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WEST WYCOMBE ESTATE OFFICE
WEST

WYCOMBE,

BUCKS.
Telephones:
High Wycombe 362
2144

Agent:
R. S. Long,F.L.A.S.

30th

RSL/G/88A

November, 1964

F. G.

Webb Esq.,
Sunkist,
Wheeler End,
HIGH WYCOMBE.

Dear Sir,
Vehicular

Traffic

- Downley

Common

In reply to your letter of 26th November, work at
"Oak fell" is practically completed and the Contractors will only
be making one or two more visits.
I can well believe that they may have been driving
across the Common instead of going round by the perimeter track
and I agree that this is regrettable and should be avoided, but
it is rather hard to say that they, with their quite light
vehicles, have been "giving a lead't as it would never have occurred
to them to have driven across the Common at all unless there
was an already established traek there which was made by such
regular users as a milk delivery van and other t".4Ll..i~1~t.
~}e)

Yours faithfully,
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R. S. Long
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