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Aims

The purpose of this survey was two [old, firstly to form the basis of a monitoring
programme and secendly to produce a record of the vegetation within Downley common.
The two aims may sound a little contradiciory but they are each important in their own

right.

Firsily, the species list for cach compartment may be used as a source of reference when
carrying oul management or for general background information and as a education
resource for the site. Secondly, the monitoring system is a means by which vegetation

changes mav be observed over lime in an objective fashion.

Such changes are naiural, however management of o particular habitat or compartment
may aim to stop the succession of scrub. in which case the montioring system will be able
to teil us if the management is working and mere importantly whether 1t 1s having the

desired effect on the vegetation or not.

Methodology

Species were recorded within each compartment using Staces New Flora of the British
Isies. In addition 1o the Latin or scientific name the English name 1s given where
applicable. FEcological notes are also given describing the situation in which that particular
plant 1s normally to be found. Notes may also be given at the foot of the page and a gap
has been left intentionally so that anv member of the sociery may enter information in to

this section as and when something 15 noted within each compartment.

| have also introduced the DAFOR scale in the general species list. D = Dominant, A —
Abundant. I' = Frequent, O = Occasional and R = Rare. In addition any one of these may
be preceded by L and this stands for Local  Although the DAFOR scale 1s a very basic
forim of momitoring 1t 1s purely subjective and ts aim is purely to give an indication to the

quantity of a species within a habitat or compartment.



Purelv objective monttoring of separaie compartmaoents can be found for two sites within
compartment | and for one site within compartment 4 These sites were chosen because
they contain the greatest botanical interest within the Common and because therr

vegetation 1s most al nisk of scrub invasion or invasion of Preridium aguilinem (Bracken).

Monitoring of each site was carned out using a senes of random points (samples). Their
position was achieved using randem number coordinates, the pin point then baing placed
at the point where the 2 number coordinates meet. To achieve this numbers were selected
at random {rom the phone book and two tape measures were placed at night angles within

the site to be surveved

The sample frame 1tself 15 0 the form of a pin pomt Thus s placed at a 60° angle from
the ground and every plant species is recorded that touches 11, The end result 1s what is
known as a frequency score for that particular plant. In other words if 30 samples are
taken and the pin touches Bracken |5 times then we can say that the likehhood of finding

Bracken within that particular site 15 50%.

The survey of the Old Parish Boundary was carned out in a slightly different fashion.
Here a two metre quadrat was placed within the ditch at ten metre intervals and each
spectes within the quadrat was then recorded. The end result for this is also a frequency

5COre.



Compartment 1 - Grassland species list, species synopsis and DAFOR score

Grassland sward

DAFOR scale

English name

Ecological Notes

Dactylus glomerata LA Cocks Foot Ubiquitous
Holcus lonatus F Yaorkshire Fog Ubiquitous
Hordeum murinum 0 Wall Barley Common where soil has been disturbed
Achillea millefolium A Yarrow Ubiquitous
Anthriscus sylvestris LA Cow Parsley Ubiquitous
Bellis perrenis F Daisy A successful plant of mown grasslands because its leaves form a low basal rosette
Capsella bursa - pastoris 9] Shepherds Purse Ruderal (weed) of agricultural areas and disturbed ground
Chamaenerion angustifolium LA Rose bay willowherb A successful plant of waste areas and disturbed ground
Gallium aparine A Cleavers Ubiquitous
Geranium dissectum F Cut - leaved Cranes - bill Common on arable and waste areas
Plantago lanceclata F Ribwort Plantain Common on grassland
Plantago major O Greater Planiain Commaon, especially on well trodden paths
Polygonum aviculare LD Knotgrass Common on dusty road verges
Ptendium aquilinum .D Bracken Invasive and not under any threat here
Ranunculus bulbosus A Bulbous Buttercup Common to dry grassland
Rumex obtusifolius O Broad - leaved Dock Common to waste areas and field margins
Stellaria media LA Common Chickweed One of the worlds most successful weeds
Trifolium repens A White or Dutch Clover Ubiquitous
Trifolium pratense A Red Clover Ubiquitous
Urtica dioica LA Stinging Nettle Ubiquitous
Under Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn Common in scrub and woodland
Alopecurus pratensis F Meadow or common Fox Tail Commoeon in low lying areas
Poa pratensis F Smooth Meadow grass Probably ubiquitous
Festuca ovina F Sheeps Fescue Usually on poor, well drained soil
Lolium perrene LA Perrenial Rye grass Prominant in old pastures and meadows
Sisymbrium officinale O Hedge mustard Commoeon in rough and cultivated places
Bryonia dioica R White Bryony A climbing species commaon in scrub and woodland edge
Rosa rubiginosa QO Sweel Briar Frequently locally common on grassiand and scrub
Rubus fruticosus LD Bramble Ubiquitous and often dominant on disturbed ground
Other tree species in grassland
Betula pendula O Silver Birch A woodland pioneering species
Malus sylvestris 0 Crah Apple Native of old woods and scrub, here possibly planted
Sambucus nigra F Elder Common in scrub and woodlands
Quercus robur F Pedunculate Oak Here possibly a remnant of the open wood pasture system
Prunus avium F Wild Cherry (Gean) Common in woods and hedges
Salix caprea O Goat Willow Large shrub of woods and hedges
Under Quercus robur Pedunculate oak Common tree of lowland Britain
Endymion non - scriptus LA Blue Bell Common in woods and grassland
Glechoma hederaceae LA Ground vy Very common in woods and g sland
Hedera helix LA tvy Very common climber




Compartment 1 - Grassland species list and synopsis continued

Engfish Name

Ecological Notes

Lamium album

White Dead - nettle

Common in open woods

Vicia sativa

Common Vetch

Common in grassiand, hedges and scrub

Rumex acetosa

Under Coppiced Q. robur by roadside DAFOR scale
LA
F
A

Common Sorrel

Common in grasslands

Notes:

Avifauna and Insects observed at time of sampling

Great Tit

Green Woodpecker
Collard Dove

Black Bird

Copper Blue (Lepidoptera)




Compartment 1 - Neutral grassland

Species
Mosses

Sample

|

10

11

12

Pseudoscleropodium purum

+

+

Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus

Grasses

Agrostis tenuis

Arrhenatherum elatius

Dactylis glomerata

Festuca rubra

Holcus lonatus

Lolium perenne

Pos trivialis

Phleum pratense

Fhiewm bertolonii

Vascular plants

Achillea millefalium

Cerastium fontanum

Centaurea nigra

Hypochoeris radicata

Lathyrus pratensis

Lotus corniculatus

Fimpinella saxifraga

F’Iantago lanceolata

Rurnex acetosa

Taraxacum officinale agg.

Trifolium pratense

Trifolium repens

Bare_g@und

MNumber of specles recorded
in each sample

(%]

Notes




Compartment 1 - continued
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Notes




Compartment 1 - continued

Percentage frequency measured
for the foliowing species

English name where applicable

28 29
30%
+ 26.60%
+ 73% Common Bent or Brown Top
3% Tall or False Cat Grass
20% Cocksfoot
+ + 87% Strong Creeping Red Fescue
7% Yorkshire Fog
13% Perennial Rye grass
10% Rough Meadow grass
6.60% Large leaved Timothy grass
23.30% Small leaved Timothy grass
+ 47% Yarrow
3% Common Mouse - ear
7% Black Knapweed
17% Common Cats - ear
3.30% Meadow Vetchling
8.60% Common Birds - foot - trefoil
3.30% Burnet - Saxifrage
7% Ribwort Plantain
+ 10% Common Sorrel
3.30% Dandelion
6.60% Red Clover
10% White (Dutch} Clover
3 3

Notes




Compartment 1 - Woodland edge species list, species synopsis and DAFOR score

Speckled Wood (lepidoptera)
Orange tip (Lepidoptera)

Bee Fly

Queen Wasp

Bombus spp. (Bumbie Bee)
Grey Squirrel

Wocedland herbs DAFOR scale English name Ecological Notes

Anthriscus syivastris LA Cow Parsiey Ubiquitous

Chamaenerion angustifolium LA Rose bay willowherh A successful piant of waste areas and disturbed ground
Conopodium majus LF Pig Nut Common in dry woods and old grassiand

Endymion non - scriptus LA Blue Beli Common in woods and grassland

Galium odoratum LA Wood Ruff Common in woods

Pteridium aquitinum LD Bracken Invasive and not under any threat here

Rumex obtusifolius LA Broad - leaved Dock Common to waslte areas and field margins

Viola riviniana F Comman Dog Violet Common in woods and grasslands

Low woody species

Hedera helix LA vy Very common climber of woods and scrub

Lonicera peficlymenum O Honeysuckle Very common climber of woods and scrub

Rosa rubiginosa O Sweet Briar Commaon on grassland and scrub

Rubus fruticosus D Bramble Ubiguitous and often dominant on disturbed ground

Rubus ldaeus R Raspherry Usually in damp woods

Shrubs

Sambucus nigra F Elder Common in scrub and woodlands

llex aquifolium LA Holly Common in woodiand

Crataegus monogyna 0 Hawthorn Commoaon in scrub and woodland

Canopy species

Acer pseudoplatanus F Sycamore Introduced in 15th century and now common maost situations
Betula pendula 0 Sitver Birch A woodland pioneering species

Fagus sylvatica A Beech Common on chiltern plateau

Prunus avium F wild Cherry (Gean) Common in woods and hedges

Quercus robur A Peduncuiate Oak Large specimens possibly a remnant of the open wood pasture system
Taxus haccata F Yew Common woodland species but large specimens may indicate an old site
Notes: Insects and mammals observed at time of sampling




