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Annual General Meeting
This is a reminder that our Annual General 
Meeting will be held on Thursday 7th October 
at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. Please let us 
know if you have any items to be added to the 
agenda.
Don't forget subscriptions are now due for 
those who do not already pay by standing 
order.
Community Plan
It was this time last year that this newsletter 
introduced you to the Community Plan. Since 
then there has been some progress. A village-
wide survey has been carried out, a set of 
action plans produced and a glossy document 
published (available on-line at the Parish 
Council website (www.downleypc.org).

Three action groups have also been formed to 
address 3 mains areas of Community facilities 
& Activities, Environment and Transport & 
Highways. These groups are populated by 
interested individuals in the village who want 
to get things done – if you are of a similar 
view then contact Chris Hamilton on 01494 
462195 or downley_pc@tiscali.co.uk.

Treecutting
Last year's effort in removing hawthorns 
halfway along Commonside was quite 
successful and the areas they occupied are 
now being regularly mown. We will be 
attempting to remove the remaining few 

hawthorns and a damaged oak this coming 
October to complete the job. All volunteers 
are welcome so please come along on starting 
on 3rd October at 10.00am.

Sunnybank Bramble Bash
There was a 
good 
turnout for 
the Bramble 
Bash on 4th 

July with 
quite a few 
new faces 
turning up. 

Over the years this area of the common, 
which was originally grassland, has become 
covered in brambles.

However the ground is now too rough for 
contract mowing and we need to level the 
humps and hollows.  Later this month a 
contractor 
will be 
undertaking 
this exercise 
and when 
complete the 
area will be 
re-sown with 
grass.  Once 
grown and cut 
regularly, it should widen the area for walking 
(and sledging in the winter) and reduce 

Diary
4th Oct 2010, 10.00am Working Party Meet at Commonside
7th October, 2010, 8.00pm DCPS Annual General Meeting Village Hall
11th Oct 2010, 10.00am Working Party Meet at Commonside
18th Oct 2010, 2.00pm Working Party Meet at Commonside
25th Oct 2010, 10.00am Working Party – Bonfire building Bonfire site
1st Nov 2010, 1.00pm Working Party – Bonfire building Bonfire site
5th Nov 2010, 6:30pm Bonfire & Torchlight Procession Bonfire site
8th Nov 2010, 10:00am Clear up bonfire site Bonfire site
6th Dec 2010, 10.00am Working Party Meet at Old Dairy
31st Dec 2010, 12.00pm New Year Beacon Commonside
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erosion of the adjacent path. 

For the future we may consider taking out the 
small trees to the right (in the picture) of the 
brambly area to open that area right up and 
improve the view from Moor Lane. Your 
comments on this would be welcome.

Girlguiding Centenary
2010 is the Centenary Year of Girlguiding, 
with celebrations beginning in September 
2009 and finishing in October 2010.

The Downley Rainbows, Brownies, Guides 
and Senior Section have had a great time 
celebrating throughout this year, including a 
combined  Brownie Holiday and Guide Camp 
recently at Foxlease in the New Forest.  At 
this event the girls were able to undertake 
more adventurous activities, such as 
kayaking, canoeing, raft building, archery, 
high ropes as well as swimming, as they were 
supervised by the centre's instructors.

Their final celebration across the county, UK 
and World is due to take place at 20:10 on 
20/10 2010. In order to make this a final 
memorable moment for the girls, they will 
parade from the Community Centre, holding 
glow sticks, to gather around the Beacon on 
the common for a renewal of their various 
promises, a short service and then to let bio-
degradable fire lanterns go, if allowed.  The 
organisers have advertised this to the wider 
community  to come along and join in.  It is 
intended to have refreshments at the 
Community Centre beforehand.

So come along to the Common at 8pm on 20th 

October and join in.

Bonfire Night: How We Build It
We are fast approaching Bonfire night which 
as always will be on November 5th at 6.30pm. 
The process of preparing for the night begins 
in October with the first work party on the 
morning of Sunday 3rd October which will 
involves removing the trees described above.

The bonfire site will be opened on 17th Oct for 
delivery on burnable materials (stress the 
burnable). We will also be attempting to 
separate garden materials (tree cuttings etc) 
from building material (doors, planks etc) as 
we have to shift the builders material by hand 
to avoid getting nails in the tractor tyres and 
it's really difficult when it's all mixed up.

We will probably start building the pile on 
Sunday the 24th, assuming there is sufficient 
pallets available by then. This is the point at 
which we need many hands available as this 
is a very manual process.

Only when this is finished do we let the 
tractor loose to start piling up all the garden 
and landscaping materials. We have a fork lift 
attachment that enables us to lift quite large 
items but conversely makes it difficult to list 
piles of small stuff. So hedge cuttings, piles 
of grass cuttings and the like tend to be just 
pushed into the side of the heap.

Finally, the guy goes on the top. This is 
normally provided by the Montessori nursery 
school and sometimes an extra one from one 
of the other pre-schools as added as well.

The other part of the evening is the torchlight 
procession of the critical part is the torch 
itself. To offset the profoundly 
environmentally-unfriendly bonfire, the torch 
is made from almost completely recycled 
materials. The stick comes from floor boards 
recovered from the bonfire that are cut to 
length and then sliced into sticks bya friendly 
local joinery company. The cans are collected 
by local residents and saved until needed. The 
cotton wadding comes from padding 
extracted from mattresses that have been 
dumped on the bonfire. The cans are screwed 
or nailed to the stick (I'm afraid new screws 
and nails are used here) and finally they are 
filled with paraffin on the afternoon of the 5th 

November – again new paraffin is used.

Why do the torches cost £2 each when the 
materials in them are so cheap? Well, the 
event is to raise funds for looking after the 
Common and to pay for the security guards 
that have to patrol the event and ensure the 
good behaviour of those who are a bit shaky 
on the concept.

So, lots to do and every offer of help is 
appreciated.
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